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• Discussion of 1 Corinthians 12:12-13 – All 
 

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and all were made to drink of one Spirit.”  
 
 

• House Keeping Items 
 
 

• Keeping Group Attendance Via CCB – Moriah  
 
 
 

• Introduction of Group Care Deacons – Jon  
 
 
 

• Being a Welcoming Group – Jon 
 
 
 

• Navigating Crisis In the Group – Jon 
 
 
 

• Joys and Sorrows – All 
 
 
 

• Honor Time (Romans 12:10) – All  
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Being a Welcoming Group 
 

Why It Matters:  
 

“The love of God in Christ is the breathtaking doctrine of John 3:16. Now here is the 
beautiful church culture called for by that doctrine. ‘Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another.’ (1 John 4:11) 

Peter puts it another way: ‘Love one another earnestly (1 Peter 1:22). We are not to 
love moderately but earnestly, the way God does. 

There is a lot of love in this world, most of it moderate. But under the blessing of God, 
Gospel doctrine cracks our hearts open to receive something from beyond this world. We see 
how massive God’s love really is, and so we give up our aloofness and come together to care for 
one another in real ways, even as God wonderfully cares for us. That is when a church starts 
looking like a community where the God of John 3:16 dwells in power. That is when the world 
can see His love in reality, and many will join us in Christ and live forever. Gospel doctrine 
creates Gospel culture and it matters.” – Ray Ortlund Jr. The Gospel: How the Church Portrays 
the Beauty of Christ. Pg. 36-37. 
 
 
How We Do It: 
 

• Coach the group to introduce themselves to new folks.  
• Ask questions to make new people feel comfortable and draw them into the group 

discussion.     
• If the group does things together outside of “official group time” make sure to invite 

them to join you. 
• Not everyone needs to tell their entire story at each group meeting.  
• Keep these kinds of ideas in front of your group continually to make it a regular part of 

the culture.  
• Always be on the lookout for people who look like they’re unconnected and invite the, 

to your group! 
 
Remember that for someone to visit a new group in someone’s home is a big step that takes a 
lot of courage. Do everything you can to make them feel comfortable. Romans 12:10! 
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Dealing With Crisis and Comforting Sufferers  
 

Why It Matters: 
 
At some point suffering is coming. Here is the basis of our hope in suffering and crisis. 
 
 “…Gospel culture…creates churches of bright, resilient, rugged hope. It creates churches 
that face life as it is and are not defeated….There is nothing this world can dish out to our 
churches that our Savior won’t bend  upward and use to lift us closer to our eternal home. Paul, 
who knew of this world’s hardships as much as anyone, observed: ‘So we do not lose heart. 
Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light 
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison.’  
(2 Cor. 4:16-17) 
 In the face of everything that would seem to rob us of God, this assurance builds into us 
a cheerful defiance. It does so in two ways. First, the hope of the Gospel makes us cheerfully 
defiant toward every disappointment that we endure in this broken world. Second, the hope of 
the Gospel and the triumph of our Savior make us cheerfully defiant even toward our own sin 
and failures.”  
 
Two Helpful Quotes: 
 
“You are surprised that the world is losing its grip, that the world is grown old? Think of a man; 
he is born, he grows up, he becomes old. Old age has its many complaints: coughing, shaking, 
failing eyesight, anxious, terribly tired. A man grows old; he is full of complaints. The world is 
old; it is full of pressing tribulations…Do not hold onto the old man, the world; do not refuse to 
regain your youth in Christ, who says to you, ‘The world is passing away, the world is losing its 
grip, the world is short of breath. Do not fear. Thy youth shall be renewed as an eagle.”  
– Augustine  
 
“When the devil throws our sins up to us and declares that we deserve death and hell, we 
ought to speak to him thus: ‘I admit that I deserve death and hell. What of it? Does this mean 
that I shall be sentenced to eternal damnation? By no means. For I know One who suffered and 
made satisfaction on my behalf. His name is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Where he is, there I 
shall be also.” – Martin Luther  
 
How We Do This: 
 

• Allow the people (both the one in crisis and the group as a whole) to process.  
- This isn’t the time to correct someone’s theology, tell them its going to be OK or 

expect them to start healing. Just let them express what is on their mind and share 
what is in their heart. This can be REALLY uncomfortable but just let them talk. 
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Sometimes just letting them say it out loud will help them realize a better way to 
think about the situation. Embrace the awkward.  

 
• Be present and just listen. 

- Sometimes its better not to say anything and just be present with someone who is in 
great distress. We don’t need to try and break tension or awkward silences by saying 
things that aren’t helpful. Just be there, cry with and even laugh with each other.  

 
• When you speak, speak rightly. 

- Ensure what you say is rooted in Scripture, focused on God, exalting to Jesus, 
empowered by the Holy Spirit and full of love. To get here, much prayer is needed. 
Ask God and He will help. Also, it is OK to say, “ I don’t know” and not have an 
answer to questions. If you’re not sure what to say, offer to pray with the person 
and ask God to help.  

 
• Finally, avoid inserting your own story or stories into someone else’s situation. 

- Even if you’ve been through something similar, everyone’s situation is unique.    
 
Link to helpful article 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/how-not-to-help-a-sufferer/ 
 


